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For more than 150 years, women have been an active and vital force in the Republican Party. 

Utilizing the unique talents of individual Republican women – as well as the combined energies of multitudes 
of Republican women – the Republican Party has proven itself to be the party of opportunity, the party of true 
equality. 

From 1860 with the first Republican win of the White House by Abraham Lincoln, aided by prominent women 
such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Anna Dickinson.  With many other milestones, created and supported by 
Republican Women such as Susan B Anthony, Sara Andrews Spencer, Judith Ellen Foster, Therese A 
Jenkins, Cora Carleston, Lucy Clark, Susa Young Gates, Bertha K Landes, Minnie Buckingham Harper, 
Gladys Pyle, Josephine Good, Anne Armstrong, Helene von Damm, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Sarah Palin, 
Kellyanne Conway, Julia Letlow, Mayra Flores, Katie Britt, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, and so many more.  

We must be “Activists”, promoting our political ideas and supporting the candidates that have our same values 
and moral compasses.  Do not believe that just because this is not a year for federal or state positions, that 
we will sit back and not pay attention.  The political spectrum begins right here, in our own front yard.  There 
are many important local elections that we must fight for such as our City Mayor, four places on the city 
council, both Amarillo and Canyon school boards, our Amarillo College Board of Regents, and more. 

We need you, our members, to help gather the information and keep us informed of who the candidates are 
and what they stand for. 

Please, sign up to be involved.  Bring your friends, neighbors, and relatives.  Alone, we are only one of many 
but together we are a Force! 

Cindy Price 
President – HPRW 
(806) 206-1992 

.



FEBRUARY MEETING INFORMATION
We will have our regular monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023.

The buffet line will open at 5:45pm. The meeting will start at 
6:15pm and the program will begin at 6:30pm.

PROGRAM: “Conservative Wins in the Midterms & 
Texas Legislative Update”

Elaine Hays, Christian Constitutional Conservative

Elaine Hays is a Christian constitutional conservative
who is passionate about America’s godly heritage 
and our founders’ covenant with God when 
establishing our form of government based on 
Christian-Judeo principles. She writes a newsletter 
and commentaries on current state and national 
political issues on her website: www.elainehays.com.

Amarillo was home to Elaine and her family for over 
35 years, until recently when they moved to Runaway 
Bay, Texas. Since moving there, she has started a 
one-year advocacy training program through The Justice Reform for survivors of 
sex trafficking. She is a member of the Wise County Republican Women and Mercy 
Culture Church in Fort Worth.

Elaine has been a small business owner, community leader and former Amarillo 
City Councilwoman. She earned a Master of Science in Finance and Economics 
from West Texas A&M, a BBA in Marketing from TCU and completed her 
designation as a Certified Financial Planner from the College for Financial 
Planning. Elaine was a private wealth manager with Hays and Hays Financial 
Services for over 25 years. She has also co-authored two financial books,
When God We Trust and Avoiding the Top Ten Money Mistakes.

Elaine served as an Amarillo City Council member from 2017 until 2021 and was 
also a former Congressional Candidate for TX CD 13. She has been active on 
various community boards including CareNet Pregnancy Center and Mission 2540.

Elaine and husband, Tracy, have been married over 35 years. They have four 
children and five grandchildren.

http://www.elainehays.com


Officers of 2023-2024:
 

President – Cindy Price
 

VP – Programs – Pama Noblie
 

VP Membership – Connie Morgan 
 

VP Public Relations – Mellessa Denny
 

Secretary – Sandy Ferguson
 

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer – Angie Parker
 

Immediate Past President – Jana May

February Meeting Information
Tuesday, February 7th 

5:30 pm - Cash Bar/Social
5:45 pm - Buffet is open

6:15 pm - Program begins
Abuelo’s Mexican Restaurant

Tickets available at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/522039443027

Or RSVP to:
Connie Morgan @ (806) 676-7847
Cost: $20.00 per person if eating

Special Guest Speaker at February Meeting:

Luke Brown - 18-year-old senior at Randall 
high school. He is a conservative who has 
been active in the community. In 2020, he 
was a campaign volunteer and door knocker 
for then-candidate Ronny Jackson. After the 
2020 election, Luke along with Adrian Avila, 
Grady Hodge, and Jade Casia founded 
Freedom First West Texas. Luke is currently 
serving on the canyon and school health 
advisory committee and is president of his school's National Honor Society. He is also a 
state and national qualifier for speech and debate. Luke plans to continue his political 
pursuit by attending college in Washington D.C. at either Georgetown, American, or 
George Washington University, where he plans to major in political science and attend 
law school. He hopes to continue to make changes in his community, and fight for 
conservative causes across our country. 



FEBRUARY MEMBERSHIP MINUTE!!!!          
Let’s take a minute or two… to review the value of being a member of High Plains 
Republican Women!  

● We are a like-minded group whose mission is to support and promote Republican 
values.  

● HPRW is an affiliate of the Texas Federation of Republican Women (TFRW) and, 
together we provide an avenue for women to influence policy, develop candidates, 
and elect the leaders of Texas.

● We are a multi-generational, multicultural organization that provides structure 
and support for individuals in our communities to learn, engage, and flourish as 
activists in local, state and national government.

● We are a Texas Political Action Committee (PAC).

2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES DEAL $$$$$$$                    
● HPRW Annual Dues for 2023 are payable now, $40 for Regular members and 

$20 for Associate members.
● If you haven’t renewed yet, please pay your dues at our February 7 meeting 

or mail to:  HPRW, P.O. Box 19003, Amarillo, TX  79114.
● Our “Special Deal” - those joining or renewing between our January meeting 

and February 7 will be eligible to win either a $20 Abuelo’s gift card or box 
of Valentine candy.

● We’re always open to your thoughts and suggestions and look forward to 
seeing you soon!                

Connie Morgan, VP, Membership – 806-676-7847

Worth the Read–This a new feature in the newsletter where we will suggest some 
articles, blogs or other online sources you should check out. If you have ideas for anything 
to be added here, email mellessa7@gmail.com.  Here are the ones for this month:

nws.mx/cc70–DirecTV Cancels NEWSMAX in Censorship Move

https://elainehays.com/exposing-the-so-called-respect-for-marriage-act/ 

mailto:mellessa7@gmail.com
http://nws.mx/cc70
https://elainehays.com/exposing-the-so-called-respect-for-marriage-act/


Kevin Sparks
February Newsletter Sparks’ Notes

Hello, from Austin!
Session is officially underway in the Capitol building, and we 
have hit the ground running. This past month has been a 
whirlwind of events: Jill and I made the move to Austin, I was 
sworn into office, I drew a four year term, and I had my first 
grandchild -- that was all in one week! Along with these 
milestones, I finally received my Senate committee 
assignments.
I am humbled and honored to have been placed on the following 
committees: 

*Health & Human Services
*Natural Resources & Economic Development
*Veteran Affairs 
*Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs
*Nominations as Vice-Chairman

I am certain these committee assignments align not only with my 
experience and interests, but with the interests of our district as 
well. Below, I want to briefly address my plans for each 
committee and how I will use my position to best serve Senate 
District 31 and the state of Texas.

Health & Human Services
There are an array of issues needed to be addressed in this committee; however, I will focus specifically 
on two that are prevalent in our district: mental health and foster care. Mental health constitutes a 
growing issue across our state, especially in our district. After many conversations with your local 
officials, it has become very clear to me that new facilities in the district are necessary. The Lieutenant 
Governor has publicly committed to mental health resources in the panhandle and I am working with 
your state representatives on how to allocate these resources to best serve the area.

Foster care has been a significant issue near to my heart for a while. Having served on boards for
community-based foster care organizations, I understand the importance of providing quality foster
care. Our current foster care system is inefficient, unsafe, and does not produce the best possible
outcomes for the young Texans who rely on the various programs. I will take a deep dive into this issue
and find ways to properly care for our children.

(Continued on next page)



Natural Resources & Economic Development
Our district fuels our state, our nation, and our planet. The natural resources found in our part of the
world are the reason Texas boasts the 9th largest economy on the planet. As you may know, our
livelihood of extracting and producing fossil fuels for the rest of the world is under attack. Some
individuals ignorantly attack the oil and gas industry without realizing its importance. Serving on this
committee will allow me to defend and preserve the resource that help make our state so great. As the
only Senator with direct oil and gas experience, I will be able to bring a new point of view to this
committee that will help prevent any uneducated and unnecessary policy from being written that would
negatively affect the use of our resources.

Veteran Affairs
This issue needs no explanation. Our veterans deserve the utmost care, attention, and honor. It baffles
me that our government values the individuals entering our country illegally over our military servicemen
who laid their life on the line to protect our freedoms. Listening to members of the military community
will provide the real story those in government do not completely illustrate. I shall use my spot on this
committee to ensure that our heroes are taken care of here at home.

Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs
Senate District 31 is likely the most rural district in the state. It is only appropriate that this committee
assignment was given to us as the decisions made here will directly affect District 31. Most legislators
represent urban and suburban neighborhoods, therefore we have to make sure that our voices are
heard loud and clear.
With water (or lack thereof) and agriculture being so vital to our district’s way of life, I plan to serve as a
fierce advocate for their protection and preservation. Similar to the oil and gas industry, the rest of the
country heavily depends on our agriculture and ranching industries. In SD 31, we feed and clothe more
people than any other district in the state. They continue to face intense pressure from extremist
environmental groups as well as government agencies driven by extremist activism. Outside forces
either don’t understand, or don’t care, that our hardworking farmers and ranchers are literally putting
food on their tables and clothes on their backs. I intend to defend these folks and ensure Texas remains
a place for them to continue to conduct their business freely.

Nominations
I am honored to have the Vice Chairman position on the Nominations committee. This committee is vital
to protecting the checks and balances of our state government by ensuring that we place competent
individuals in powerful positions. I plan to approach my position on this committee with the interest of
our state’s long-term well-being in mind. We must ensure that the right people have a place in
government to provide every opportunity for the future of Texas.

I am excited for the opportunity to represent you on these committees in the coming weeks and
months. It is through my time in these meetings, that I will truly have the agency to fight for the issues
you elected me to address. I hope to serve all Texans well and plan to lean on you for support and
expertise as I begin this process.

For Texas,
Kevin Sparks



Steven Denny
One of the most frequent questions I get as a new judge is “What kind of cases are in your 
Court?” Which is a great question but a somewhat longer answer than I think people are 
willing to endure. My normal answer is felonies, civil cases, family law, and just about 
everything in-between. If you are satisfied with that, stop reading now. If you want the whole 
answer, have I got an article for you! There are several levels of courts in Texas, including 
federal, state, and local. Each level of court has its own jurisdiction, or authority to hear certain 
types of cases. (Please don’t judge me for the italics.  It isn’t an error. I’ll explain at the end.)

Federal courts in Texas include The US District Courts for the Eastern, Northern, Southern, 
and Western Districts of Texas.

These courts have jurisdiction over federal cases, such as bankruptcy, intellectual property, and cases involving 
federal law. To file in Federal Court, you must invoke their jurisdiction by having some Federal question like interstate 
commerce, litigation between government entities, litigation government and citizens or litigation over a federal rule 
or statute. Disputes that are appealed from these courts go to the Fifth Circuit Court of appeals which sits in New 
Orleans but hears cases from Texas and Mississippi also and has justices from throughout the area.

State appeals courts in Texas include The Texas Supreme Court, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, and fourteen 
regional Courts of Appeals. The Texas Supreme Court is the highest court and has jurisdiction over all civil cases in 
Texas. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals is the highest court for criminal cases. The Texas Courts of Appeals are 
intermediate appellate courts that hear appeals from the district courts.

Local courts in Texas include District courts, County courts, Justice courts, and Municipal courts. There are several 
other courts that derive their authority from the District Courts and generally focus on specific types of cases like 
family law, child protective services, child support, mental health, and veteran’s courts to name a few. These judges 
are usually not elected but are appointed by the board of judges in the jurisdiction where their cases arise.

District courts are the trial courts of general jurisdiction in Texas. They have jurisdiction over all civil and criminal 
cases, including felony criminal cases, divorce cases, cases involving title to land, election contest cases, civil 
matters involving $200 or more, and any matters in which jurisdiction is not placed in another trial court.

County courts have limited jurisdiction over certain types of cases, such as small claims and civil cases involving 
amounts up to $10,000. The constitutional county courts have original jurisdiction over all criminal cases involving 
Class A and Class B misdemeanors, which are the more serious minor offenses. The civil jurisdiction of most county 
courts at law varies but is usually more than that of the justice of the peace courts and less than that of the district 
courts and usually have appellate jurisdiction in cases appealed from justice of the peace and municipal courts. 

Justice courts and municipal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction that hear cases involving traffic offenses, Class 
C misdemeanors, and small claims cases.  

Each of these courts has various rules specific to the court, but generally the Rules of Evidence and Procedure are 
the same. Each level of court can hear jury or bench trials except for the appellate courts which assign a judge or 
justice panel to a case for a decision.

And now to explain the italics. When I was contemplating this article, I was reading an article about a free “AI” 
(Artificial Intelligence) site that could write articles based upon simple questions. I typed in “Explain the different 
levels and type of courts in Texas” and the non-italicized part is what it gave me in a matter of seconds. It was quite 
impressive but lacked some specific details that I wanted to include. In retrospect, I probably could have given a 
better instruction and gotten an article closer to what I wanted to write. This technology is progressing much faster 
than I could have ever imagined. The dreams of my childhood, having a computer write my papers, are now a 
reality, much to the chagrin of educators who must evaluate what is original from the student and what is from AI. 

We as citizens must be diligent as well to discern where our information comes from. Articles written by reporters, 
journalists and subject matter experts may be difficult to spot amongst the sea of content generated by AI. The 
danger is that the AI did not write its own code. It was written by a programmer and the biases of those programmers 
are what influences the things we will likely be reading in the future. With no byline to judge the potential slant of an 
article, it will be even more important for us to seek the source of not only the information but also the source of the 
technology that is providing it to us.

 



Here are some ways you can volunteer!

*Serve as a precinct chair.  Contact the GOP office 
for more information. Randall County 806-359-1606 
Potter County 806-351-0884
Here are the precincts currently without a chair:
Potter–122, 221, 225, 322, 327, 421, 424, 425, 426
Randall–103, 112, 131, 204, 216, 227, 302, 305,   
               315, 317, 324, 325, 332, 415, 426

*Work the HPRW booth at one of the gun shows this 
spring at the Amarillo Civic Center–February 18-19 
and May 20-21
Sign up sheets will be at the monthly meetings!

*Fill out a volunteer interest form at the next meeting 
for info on other ways to get involved



UPCOMING 2023 CALENDAR EVENTS 
2/7/2023 HPRW Meeting 

2/9/2023 CISD Board Meeting–7:00pm

2/17/2023 Last day to file to run for office

Please visit this link for an up to date list of candidates who have filed:
https://www.amarillo.gov/departments/city-secretary/elections-general-municipal-e
lection-information/list-of-applications-for-place-on-the-ballot-officially-filed-to-date 

2/27/2023 AISD Board Meeting–5:30pm

3/7/2023 HPRW Meeting – “The Crusade to End Energy Poverty 
in the U.S.” – Jason Isaac, Director of Life-Powered, a 
national initiative of the Texas Public Policy Foundation

3/9/2023 CISD Board Meeting–7:00pm

4/4/2023 HPRW Candidate Forum for Local May Elections

4/6/2023 Last day to register to vote for the May 6 election

4/17/2023 AISD Board Meeting–5:30pm & CISD Board 
Meeting–7:00 pm

5/6/2023 ELECTION DAY

5/8/2023 CISD Board Meeting–7:00pm

5/15/2023 AISD Board Meeting–5:30pm

5/29/2023 Last day of the regular legislative session

6/12/2023 CISD Board Meeting–7:00pm

6/19/2023 AISD Board Meeting–5:30pm

https://www.amarillo.gov/departments/city-secretary/elections-general-municipal-election-information/list-of-applications-for-place-on-the-ballot-officially-filed-to-date
https://www.amarillo.gov/departments/city-secretary/elections-general-municipal-election-information/list-of-applications-for-place-on-the-ballot-officially-filed-to-date


MEETING MINUTES
HIGH PLAINS REPUBLICAN WOMEN

Regular Meeting Minutes – January 10, 2023
Submitted by Sandy Ferguson

The January 10th meeting of HPRW was held at Abuelo’s Restaurant in the party room with a buffet meal 
starting at 5:45 pm. Cindy Price, President, called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm and opened with the U.S. 
and Texas pledges of allegiance followed by prayer given by Tom Sherlen. Officers present were Cindy, 
Connie Morgan, Angie Price, Melissa Denny, Sandra Ferguson, Pama Nobile . There were 47 members and 
guests present.

Anne Jones – welcomed visitors and new members

Angie Parker gave the Treasurer’s Report

Connie Morgan gave the Membership Report – renewing membership and new members joining-discussed 
name badges and to return to desk after meeting – volunteer forms on table to be completed and returned- 
make sure you are receiving the newsletter

Beverly Bailey made the announcement Conservative Patriots of Texas would be having a meeting January 
12th Thursday 6:30-8:00 pm at the Arena of Life church – Alex Fairly would be speaking

Pam Nobile introduced meeting speakers Tom Roler- Thomas Warren III. Discussion will be getting back to 
the basics

Tom Roller spoke: conservative principles, 274 platforms, Free to disagree, resolutions, county
convention/ state convention, 254 counties – bills were filed thru State Legislation – Platform is Belief in
God Life, Liberty Pursuit of Happiness- Founding Father of the Constitution. Roller said “Ronald Regan
stated – person who believes 80% of the truth is not a trader 20% of the time.”

Judy Jackman asked the question-How can one be nominated for the county/state conventions – answer
a person must be nominated to be on the list. That is the process of county conventions.

Thomas Warren III – spoke on North Potter County, District 31 largest district (S. Midland/Odessa), SREC
improve functions of the party. Voters under the age of 30 voted for O’Rourke, members of the young
republican party . The main concern was the locate government/ Elections- State party, county parties
lee-way the school board policies. Progress was being made with the 8 principles:
1. Protecting Elections 2. Improve functions of the party 3. Board Gender Modification
4. Stop Sexual Abuse of Children 5. Band Democratic Committee Chairs 6. Abortion in Texas
7. Defend Rights 8. Prenatal Rights & Education Rights and Educational Freedom

Warren stated the State party starts with Lamar County,  John Corbin SREC,  status is resolution
The covid vaccine, medical freedom - let Texans make own decisions concerning health related issues.  
Know your party legislators views in the mentioned policies.  

The Texas Panhandle has (3) State Senators that you may contact for information.  John Smithee, Four 
Price and Kevin Sparks.   Concerning healthcare, welfare and religious issues.  Issues of the block parties 
/block walking or protesting.  Warren also stated the way to run political party campaigns was  like our 
Representative Ronnie Jackson.  

Continued on next page…



State Senator Kevin Sparks

 
U.S. Congressman Ronny 
Jackson
(806) 255-0470

State Representatives
 
John Smithee
(512) 463-0702
(806) 372-3327
 
Four Price
(512) 463-0470
(806) 374-8787

U.S. Senators
 
John Cornyn
https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/
 
Ted Cruz
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/

Meeting Minutes Continued…

Connie Morgan thanked the speakers for the information and a job well done.  Lots of good info shared with  
the HPRW members and guest.  Good platform and the missing information was related to policies not 
reaching legislation due to republicans carry 1/12 of the chairs.  

Cindy Price thanked the speakers - reminders were to return badges , volunteer forms, T-shirts, Business 
cards for HPRW. 

Peggy Thomas briefly spoke of parents rights , Newsweek by Donald Trump.  

Cindy Announced speaker for February 7th  meeting Elaine Hayes 

Meeting adjourned. 7:30 pm

https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/

